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Spring/Summer 2020 Promotion  

National Archives Identification Numbers Hunt Guide 
 
To order titles you need to understand the National Archives nomenclature. As one might expect, 
the holdings are organized into categories or Record Groups. See our Deciphering the NARA Code 
for an introduction to the categories. http://filmfileshop.com/2016/12/deciphering-the-nara-code/ 
 
Step One:  Research the National Archives catalog  https://catalog.archives.gov/ 
 

• To find titles in the catalog input keywords or titles if you have one in mind.  
Here’s an example, searching for titles related to the Berlin Airlift of 1948-1949. We typed 
in Berlin Airlift into the search box and hit ENTER. 
 

 
 

• The results include all types of materials: charts, documents, photographs, and moving 
images. Our results show 63 pages of possibilities! We need to narrow them down to just 
Moving Images.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Look in the left sidebar (column) under Refine by Type of Materials and select Moving 
Image Items to limit your search results. Now we have only 5 pages and 87 moving image 
candidates. It’s time to start checking out titles of interest. 

 

http://filmfileshop.com/2016/12/deciphering-the-nara-code/
https://catalog.archives.gov/
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• Look in the left sidebar (column) under Refine by Type of Materials and select Moving 
Image Items to limit your search results. Now we have only 5 pages and 87 moving image 
candidates. It’s time to start checking out titles of interest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Click on a promising title. In our hunt we found Airlift: Working for Humanity on page 2. 
Having read the description, we want to find out if it is in the FFS Collection. To add it to our 
list of hopefuls, we’ll need the Local Identifier number. 
 

 
 

• Find the Local Identifier for each title of interest. In our example, the ID is 330-DVIC-38355. 
Make sure to include the dashes, spaces or periods exactly as displayed for each title you 
find.  Note down the title name as a cross reference. 
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Here’s a closer view. 
 

 
 
Step Two: Compile your list of hopefuls and send it to us. 
 

• Once you have found Local ID numbers of interest, email the list to us at 
promo@filmfileshop.com. We’ll search the FFS database and let you know what we find 
within hours. Please submit at least 5 Local ID numbers. We are not able to search for less 
than 5 Local ID numbers at a time. We cannot perform keyword searches. You must know 
the Local ID number.  Include the title along with the ID number as a cross reference. 

 
• To receive up to 5 free screeners, include the special code provided in our promotion email. 

Since screeners normally cost $5 each, you can get up to $25 worth of free screeners. 
 
Step Three: Order and receive the clips 

• When you are ready to order, send us your final list and we’ll send you an invoice out of our 
secure Paypal account. For every 3 files, you get the 4th file of the same or lesser value free.  
This promotion ends September 15, 2020. 

• Once the invoice is paid and the files have been uploaded you will receive an email with the 
download links to your high definition 1920×1080/24p ProRes422 files. 

• As with all our online sales, sales are final. Please see our Terms and Conditions. 
http://filmfileshop.com/terms-and-conditions/ 

 

Sample List (email your list and contact information to promo@filmfileshop.com)  

 
Please let me know if you have the following titles in the FFS Collection.  
 
330-DVIC-38355   Airlift: Working for Humanity 
208-UN-106 United News,: D-Day 
111-OF-7   War Comes to America Reel 1 
111-ANSM-30 Army Navy Screen Magazine NO. 30: Chaplain Corps, Private Snafu, etc 
70.253    Asbestos: A matter of time 

 
Start your hunt today! 
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